
Program Overview 
 



 
Applications and admissions timeline. The application deadline is listed here: 

https://www.binghamton.edu/admissions/graduate/apply/deadlines.html. Generally, it is in the 
end of January or beginning of February. Our admission decisions are made in late February or 
early March. 

 
 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. Q: Do PhD students get funding? 

A: Most of our PhD students are fully funded through teaching assistantship. They cover 
tuition and living expenses. 

 
2. Q: Do I need to apply for funding separately? 

A: No. You only submit one application, and admission and funding decisions are made 
jointly. 
 

3. Q: Can I submit my unofficial transcript during the application process? 
A: Yes. However, an official transcript is required at the time of admission, prior to 
enrollment. 

 
4. Q: I have a degree from an English-speaking country. Do I need to take TOEFL? 

A: In general, no. See the Waiver Eligibility section here for the eligibility criteria and the 
list of eligible countries: 
https://www.binghamton.edu/admissions/graduate/apply/international-students.html 

 
5. Q: Do I need to secure/look for a Faculty member before I can apply and secure an 

Assistantship in the form of TA/RA? 
A: No. In economics, students choose their advisors during their studies (usually during 
the 2nd or 3rd year), and all applicants go through the same centralized admission process 
(i.e. individual faculty members cannot admit their own PhD students). There is no need to 
get in touch with faculty members prior to the start of your studies. 

 
6. Q: Can I request an application fee waiver?  

A: We have a very limited number of fee waivers available and distribute those later in the 
process. Please go ahead and upload all necessary documents for your application on the 
application website, but do not submit the application and do not pay the application fee. 
We will let you know later in the process whether you will receive a waiver. 

 
7. Q: Can I request a GRE waiver? 

A: No. GRE scores are an integral part of our review process. You may submit unofficial 
scores at the time of application, but you will be asked to submit your official scores prior 
to receiving an offer of admission. 
 

8. Q: Is there a required minimum GRE or TOEFL score? 




