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QUEST FOR JUDAIC STUDIES DEPARTMENT GAINS NEW MOMENTUM 

For several years, the Judaic Studies faculty have been 
discussing with members of the Administration their hope of 
achieving department status. The Program has fulfilled for a 
long time most of the functions of a department without having 
the administrative freedom and flexibility of the latter. It is 
our firm conviction that being a department would allow us to 
improve the already high quality of education that we offer to 
students by making better use of our existing faculty and by a 
tuller integration of curricular subdivisions (i.e., Jewish 
History and Cvilization, Hebrew Language and Literature, Yiddish 
Language and Literature, Community Internships). 

We have been given the "go ahead" by the Administration to 
submit a formal proposal for establishing a JUST Department. The 
proposal will have to go through a seies of University bodies 
beginning with the Educational Planning and Policies Committee of 
Harpur College Council. The proposal is now being formulated and 
will be submitted shortly. We will report on further· 
developments as they occur. 

THE UGLY HEAD OF ANTISEMITISM 

We keep watching for it to show itself. We're on the alert. 
But aside from the bizarre, juvenile, and infinitely tiresome 
lies and provocations emanating from one of our least respected 
colleagues, nothing seems to happen. The vandal(s) who defaced 
the Jewish Student Union office in November has (have) not been 
caught. The investigation of Sid Thomas is continuing. 
Meanwhile, thousands and thousands of Jews continue to go about 
their daily business at SUNY-B completely unmolested. 

HIGH ENROLLMENTS 

As is .often the case, there are a number of large classes in 
Judaic Studies. Our language courses are full of students, as is 
Norman Stillman's course in medieval Jewish history (70). The 
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enrollment of more than seventy students in Allan Arkush's course 
on modern antisemitism is no surprise, in view of recent 
developments on our campus. Somewhat more difficult to explain, 
however, is the sudden explosion of interest in JUST 241, which 
covers the history of the biblical period. Nearly two hundred 
students attempted to sign up for that course, which normally has 
an enrollment of between twenty and 





FACULTY UPDATE 

Shalom Sheer, veteran instructor in our Hebrew program and 
adviser to the Jewish Student Union, has deserted the Physics 
Department to become a graduate student in comparative 
literature, specializing in Hebrew and Yiddish literature ... 
Allan Arkush delivered a lecture at the University of Toronto on 
the subject of Moses Mendelssohn's Jerusalem. On November 12, he 
was the featured speaker on "Jewish war Veterans' Sabbath" at 
Temple Israel in Albany, New York. He spoke on "World War I and 
the Jews." Since it was the twenty-sixth anniversary of his own 
Bar Mitzvah at the same synagogue, he also recited the 
Haftorah ... Michael Taub's translation (together with Dora 
Polachek) of a poem by Avraham Sutzkever appeared in the January 
1989 issue of Midstream. Taub stunned many of the guests at the 
end-of-the-semester Judaic studies get-together when he revealed 
that Pat Hecht, known until moments earlier as his girlfriend, 
had recently become his wife ... Leon Goldstein (Dept. of 
Philosophy), before leaving for a semester in Israel, made a 
point of informing Michael Taub at the earliest possible moment 
that he had just become a grandfather. Leon and his wife Claire 
were the guests of honor at a brunch hosted by Shmuel and Audrey 
Morell shortly before their departure ... Yedida Stillman, on the 
other hand, has stopped commuting to the Middle East and rejoined 
us in Binghamton. Before returning, she made significant 
progress in her research (under grants from several foundations, 
including the Institute for Turkish Studies) on Sephardi costume 
history. She signed a contract with the Israel Museum in 
Jerusalem for a study of the Besancenot Collection of Moroccan 
Ethnographic Material, and was the subject of a feature article 
in the Turkish Jewish weekly Salam. Yedida was interviewed on 
French Television News about the Arab-Israeli situation. The 
impact of this interview on French public opinion is still 
difficult to measure ... Norman Stillman went away himself 
recently, to appear in a public dialogue with Prof. Mark Cohen of 
Princeton at the University of Texas at Austin. The program was 
entitled "Arabs and Jews in Historical Perspective: Two Points of 
View." ... Lance Sussman spoke on "Rethinking Reform Judaism" at 
the Academy of Jewish Studies in New York City. His article, 
"Rhetoric and Reality: The CCAR and the church-state debate, 
1890-1940," appeared in In Celebration: An American Jewish 
Perspective on the Bicentennial of the United States 
Constitution. In a startling departure from family tradition, 
Liz Sussman, Lance's wife, has given birth to a baby girl, Chanah 
Rachel. Chanah Rachel, who weighed in at eight pounds, two 
ounces, joins four older brothers, whose collective weight is 
many, many times greater. Local sexists have been heard to 
speculate that her birth may presage the advent of a kinder, 
gentler Binghamton. 

4 



ALUMNI REPORT 

We like to know what our alumni are doing We would like to 
be able to report on their activities and achievements. 
Unfortunately, it's hard to keep track of most of them. (Take a 
hint, write to us). There are some, however, who are easier to 
locate than others. Among them is Matthew Kupferberg, a recent 
SUNY graduate, who majored in philosophy but took several courses 
in Hebrew and Judaic Studies during his years in Binghamton. 
Matthew is now a graduate student in the Department of Near 
Eastern and Judaic Studies at Brandeis University. Ha-Kol caught 
up with him earlier this year in the Brandeis Library. 

H: Do you miss 
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M: Yes. I am continuing my studies of Islamic and Jewish 
philosophy, with Professor Alfred Ivry in particular. I can't 
say yet exactly what my dissertation will be about, but it will 
certainly be in this general area. 

JUST LUNCH SCHEDULE 

JUST Lunch is not what it sounds like; it's more than just 
lunch. Really, it isn't even lunch at all, unless you bring your 
own or you can get by on a couple of donuts and coffee. What wha34o0 15 Tc
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COLLEGE OF JEWISH STUDIES PLANS SPRING PROGRAM 

In March the Binghamton Jewish community's College of Jewish 
Studies will resume its activities. The College's Spring Program 
will include a lecture series and a seminar. According to All~n 
Arkush, Program Coordinator, the lecture series will be an 
undisguised attempt to capitalize on the stupendous success of 
the Fall Program by offering the community more of much the same 
thing. Its theme will be "Religion, Politics, and Jewish 
Communities around the World." One of the three lectures will be 
delivered by our own Lance Sussman, who will discuss the 
relationship between Judaism and politics in the United States. 
The other lectures will be given by distinguished out-of-town 
guests. 

In addition to the lecture series, CJS will be offering a 
class 'in Yiddish literature (in translation), taught by Michael 
Taub. Professor Taub's course will focus on the humorous aspects 
of the work of Sholom Aleichem. 

MORE AT THE JCC 

Flora Rosefsky has asked us to announce a number of 
activities at the JCC. On February 2, 16, 23 and March 2, there 
will be Israeli dancing, led by two SUNY undergraduates. On 
February 23, as part of a celebration of Jewish Music Month, Judy 
Fertig, Hillary Edelman, and Alan Stein will be presenting a 
program of Jewish music. Call 724-2417 for further details. 

During the month of February, the Senior Friendship Club of 
the Center will be coming to the SUNY campus for a "Learn and 
Lunch" program. The group, accompanied by Rabbi Hurwitz, will 
lunch at the Kosher Kitchen, and will learn at the Ethiopian 
Jewry exhibit. 

Finally, it is not to soon to mention that there will be 
Jewish Folk Art Festival at the JCC on May 7. We'll have more on 
that in our next issue. 
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