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       and Educational Leadership; courtesy title in Department of      
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 Professor, Fall 2017- present 

Teaching responsibilities:  
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Creationism USA: Bridging the Impasse on Teaching Evolution. Oxford 
University Press, 2020. 
 
Fundamentalist U: Keeping the Faith in American Higher Education. 
Oxford University Press, 2018. 
 
With Harvey Siegel. Teaching Evolution in a Creation Nation.  
University of Chicago Press, 2016. 
 
The Other School Reformers: Conservative Activism in American 
Education, Harvard University Press, 2015. 

Winner of the History of Education Society’s Outstanding Book 
Award, 2016 

 
Fundamentalism and Education in the Scopes Era: God, Darwin, and 
the Roots of Americaõs Culture Wars, Palgrave Macmillan, 2010. 
 

Book Chapters (Peer Reviewed* or Invited**): 
**“Education in College and University,” in Oxford Handbook of 
Christian Fundamentalism, invited by editors Andrew Atherstone and 
David Ceri Jones, (Oxford University Press), in press.  

 
**“Higher (Power) Education: Student Life at Evangelical Institutions,” 
in Marc VanOverbeke and Christine Ogren, eds., Rethinking Campus 
Life:  New Perspectives on the History of Being a College Student in the 
United States, Palgrave Macmillan, 2018: 261-281. 
 
**“Brave Sons and Daughters True: 1960s Protests at the 
‘Fundamentalist Harvard,’” in Roger Geiger, Nathan Sorber, and 
Christian Anderson, eds., American Higher Education in the Postwar 
Era, 1945-1970, Routledge, 2017: 146-169. 
 



(November-December 2013): 
http://reports.ncse.com/index.php/rncse/article/view/201/392 
accessed November 24, 2013. 
 
“Our Schools, Our Country: American Evangelicals, Public Schools, 
and the Supreme Court Decisions of 1962 and 1963,” Journal of 
Religious History (Australia), 36: 3 (September 2012): 319-334. 
 
“Red Schoolhouse, Burning Cross: The Ku Klux Klan of the 1920s and 
Educational Reform,” History of Education Quarterly 52:3 (August 
2012): 323-350. 
 
“Monkeys, Bibles, and the Little Red Schoolhouse: Atlanta’s School 
Battles in the Scopes Era,” Georgia Historical Quarterly 95:3 (Fall 
2011): 335-355.  
 
“Many Educational Pasts: Conservative Visions and Revisions of the 
History of American Education,” Teachers College Record 114; 3 
(2012): 1-25. 
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November 2020. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/25/opinion/letters/meghan-
miscarriage.html  
 
with Marybeth Gasman, “Two Visions of Higher Education Illuminate 
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Education for Liberation: The American Missionary Association and 
African Americans, 1890 to the Civil Rights Movement, by Joe Martin 
Richardson and Maxine Deloris Jones, University of Alabama Press, 
2009.  H-Net Book Reviews,

https://www.hnet.org/reviews/showpdf.php?id=32241
https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showpdf.php?id=33585
https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showpdf.php?id=33585
http://reports.ncse.com/index.php/rncse/article/view/118/197


Press, 2014.  Teachers College Record, 2015, http://www.tcrecord.org 
ID Number: 18035. 
 
Process and Providence: The Evolution Question at Princeton, 1845-
1929, by Bradley J. Gundlach, Eerdmans Publishing, 2013.  History: 
Reviews of New Books 44 (June 2016), 67. 
 
Challenge and Change: Right-Wing Women, Grassroots Activism & The 
Baby Boom Generation, by June Melby Benowitz, University Press of 
Florida, 2015. History of Education Quarterly 56 (May 2016): 382-385. 
 
Judicial Review and American Conservatism: Christianity, Public 
Education, and the Federal Courts in the Reagan Era, by Robert Daniel 
Rubin, Cambridge University Press, 2017. American Historical Review 
123: 1 (February 2018): 265-266.  

 
Civil Rights, Culture Wars: The Fight over a Mississippi Textbook, by 
Charles W. Eagles, University of North Carolina Press, 2017. Journal 
of American History (March 2018): 110. 
 
Ku Klux Kulture: America and the Klan in the 1920s, by Felix Harcourt, 
University of Chicago Press, 2017. Register of the Kentucky Historical 
Society, forthcoming. 
 
Public vs. Private: The Early History of School Choice in America, by 
Robert N. Gross, Oxford University Press, 2018. History of Education 
(UK), 2019. DOI: 10.1080/0046760X.2019.1618502. 

http://www.tcrecord.org/
https://doi.org/10.1080/0046760X.2019.1618502




“Evolution and All That: Why America Can’t Stop Fighting about 
Creationism,” State University of New York at Cortland, April 12, 
2023. 
 
“Evolution and All That: Why America Can’t Stop Fighting about 
Creationism,” Washington State University [web presentation], March 
20, 2023. 

 
“Race, Religion, and Education: American History Textbooks in 
Historical Perspective,” Columbia University [web presentation], 
February 16, 2023. 
 
“Evolution and All That,” Lyceum, Binghamton University, September 
13, 2022. 

 
“Teachers Under Fire: How Picking on Teachers Became an American 
Tradition,” Academy for Human Rights, Buffalo, New York [web 
presentation], April 19, 2022.  
 
“The Other School Reformers,” University of Hawaii-Manoa [web 
presentation], April 18, 2022. 
 
“Teaching Evolution in a Creation Nation,” University of Pennsylvania 
[web presentation], February 8, 2022. 
 
“Joseph Lancaster and the ‘Delusion’ of School Reform in the USA, 
1800



 
“Scam or Savior? Joseph Lancaster and the ‘Delusion’ of Public 
Schools, 1818-1838,” Erie Canal Museum [web presentation due to 
coronavirus], Syracuse, New York, September 22, 2020.  
  
“Joseph Lancaster and the ‘Delusion’ of Public Schools, 1818-1838,” 
Library Company of Philadelphia [web presentation due to 
coronavirus], Philadelphia, May 7, 2020. 

 
“Fundamentalist U,” University of Pennsylvania [web presentation—
in-person talk canceled due to coronavirus] Philadelphia, March 31, 
2020. 

 
 “The Other School Reformers: Conservatism and America’s Schools,” 
University of Hawaii-Manoa [web presentation], November 18, 2019. 
 
“How Conservatives Won Their Fight with the Public Schools,” 
University of Wisconsin—Madison, October 14, 2019. 
 
“The System: Joseph Lancaster and the Roots of America’s Public 
Schools, 1800-



“Teaching Evolution in a Creation Nation,” Casenovia College, 
November 10, 2016. 
 
“The Other School Reformers: Who Cares about Conservatism in 
Education?” History of Education Society Annual Meeting, Providence, 
Rhode Island, November 4, 2016. 
 
“Teaching Evolution in a Creation Nation: Schooling and Intellectual 
Controversy,” University of Pennsylvania, October 3, 2016. 
 
“The Other School Reformers: Conservative Activism in American 
Education,” RiverRead Books, Binghamton, New York, April 21, 2015. 
 
“Defining American Fundamentalism: Evangelical Higher Education in 
the 1930s,” Dean’s Speaker Series: The Study of Religion in the 
Modern University, Binghamton University, February 23, 2015. 

 
“Why Are We Still Fighting about Evolution?” Cazenovia College, 
November 14, 2014. 

 
“The Long Game: Texas’ Ongoing Battle for the Direction of the 
Classroom,” organized and moderated radio documentary listening 
session and panel discussion featuring documentarian Trey Kay, 
historian Jonathan Zimmerman, and English-education scholar Matt 
McConn, February 27, 2014, Binghamton University. 
 
“Fundamentalism and Education: The View from 1925,” RiverRead 
Books, Binghamton, New York, September 20, 2012. 
 
“‘Surely You’re Joking, Mr. Huckabee,’ Creationism in Historical 
Perspective,” The Institute for Evolutionary Studies, Binghamton 
University, November 7, 2011. 

 
“School and Culture War,” School of Education Advisory Council 
Meeting, Binghamton University, October 25, 2010. 
 
“Roots of the Culture Wars: Protestant Fundamentalists and 
American Education in the 1920s,” at National Academy of 
Education/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellows Annual Retreat, Washington, 
DC, February 19, 2010. 
 
“Of Schools and Slinkies: Why America Keeps Fighting the Same 
Battles over Education,” Owego, New York, Rotary Club, November 
17, 2009. 
 
“The Quiet Crusade: The Moody Bible Institute’s Outreach to  
Appalachian Public Schools, 1921-1951;” Center for Print Culture 
colloquium, Madison, Wisconsin, November 12, 2003. 



 
Conference Presentations 

Invited roundtable participant, “The State of Academic Freedom,” 
Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, 
California, March 31, 2023. 
 
Whose America? Culture Wars in the Public Schools, 20th Anniversary 
edition, book panel participant, History of Education Annual Meeting, 
Baltimore, Maryland, November 5, 2022. 
  
Schools and Screens: A Watchful History, book panel chair and 
participant, History of Education Annual Meeting, Baltimore, 
Maryland, November 5, 2022. 
  
“Realer than Real: Visions of Scientific Modernity in Lancasterian 
School Reform,” Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, 
(invited panel), Boston, Massachusetts, March 31, 2022. 
 
Religion and Education, panel chair and discussant, History of 
Education Society Annual Meeting, San Diego, California, November 
5, 2021. 
 
“Realer than Real: Visions of Scientific Modernity in Lancasterian 
School Reform,” History of Education Society Annual Meeting, San 
Diego, California, November 4, 2021. 
 
“Set for Life: Joseph Lancaster’s Selfish Quest to Help the Poor,” 
Society for the History of the Early American Republic 



“The Other Other Sixties: Campus Rebellion at Conservative 
Evangelical Colleges,” History of Education Society Annual Meeting, 
Providence, November 4, 2016. 
 
“Are the Culture Wars History? New Comments on an Old Concept,” 
American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta, January 7, 
2016. 
 
“The Culture Wars in History and Historiography,” History of 
Education Society Annual Meeting, St. Louis, November 6, 2015. 

 
“Babel and the British Colonies: Occluded Knowledge and Christian-
School Textbooks,” at Social Science History Association Annual 
Meeting, Toronto, November 6, 2014. 
  
“Teaching Evolution in a Creation Nation,” with Harvey Siegel, History 
and Philosophy of Education Conference, The Humanities Initiative, 
New York University, March 7, 2014. 
 
“Bloggers: Public Intellectuals or Public Consultants?” at History of 
Education Society Annual Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee, November 2, 
2013. 
 
“Darwin Goes to School,” with Harvey Siegel, History and Philosophy 



“The New Minority: Evangelicals, Education, and the Supreme Court 
School Decisions of 1962-63;” at Politics, Activism, and the History of 
America’s Public Schools conference, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
April 12, 2008. 

 
"College Controversies: Protestant Fundamentalists and American  
Higher Education, 1920-1930;" History of Education Society 
conference, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, October 26, 2006. 

 
"Social Studies Methods That Work;" Wisconsin Council for the Social 
Studies Conference, Madison, Wisconsin, March 21, 2006. 
 
“The Quiet Crusade: The Moody Bible Institute’s Outreach to  
Appalachian Public Schools, 1921-1951;” History of Education Society 
conference, Evanston, Illinois, October 31, 2003. 

 
“Bibles to the Backwoods: Moody Literature Mission, 1889-1980;” 
Religion and Print Culture Conference, Madison, Wisconsin, 
September 11, 2004. 

 
Media Interviews 

Interviewed by Glenn Branch, National Center for Science Education, 
“Random Samples with Adam Laats,” Reports of the National Center 
for Science Education 43:2 (April 17, 2023). 
https://ncse.ngo/random-samples-adam-laats  

Interviewed by Rob Ferrett, “Revising Published Books,” Central Time, 
Wisconsin Public Radio, March 3, 2023. 
https://www.wpr.org/should-classic-books-get-updated-sensitivity  

Interviewed by Soledad O’Brien, “Education Historian Draws Parallels 
Between Modern-Day Conversations About Race to Past 
Controversies,” Matter of Fact, February 19, 2023. 
https://www.matteroffact.tv/education-historian-draws-parallels-
between-modern-day-conversations-about-race-to-past-controversies/  

Interviewed by Scott Jaschik, “African American History (Revised),” 
I 1 16-2G
de Higher Ed, February 2, 2023. 
https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/article/2023/02/02/co
llege-board-releases-revised-ap-course-african-american-studies  

Interviewed by Jenn White, “Ron DeSantis and the Battle over Black 
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